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Day/Date Event Location Time 

Third Tuesday of 
each month 

Parish Council     
Meeting 

Memorial Hall 7.30 pm 

Second Tuesday of 
each month 

WI Memorial Hall 8.00 pm 

Friday 3rd June Platinum Jubilee 
Celebrations 

Memorial Hall TBA 

Last Wednesday 
each month 

Pop-Up tea room Memorial Hall 11-1 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

The Chalgrave News team produces the Chalgrave News in good faith and we do 
all we can to ensure that no offence is caused to any individual or organisation.  

We also reserve the right not to publish articles and contributions submitted        
to us if they do not comply with our policy. 

                  Celebrating Chalgrave                          thechalgravenews@gmail.com               

Deadline for next edition:      15 April 2022 

Please send your contributions to: thechalgravenews@gmail.com 

Thank you for the great cover photo to Frances Masters / Pop-Up tea room 

Annual Advertising Rates 
 
Quarter Page  
Colour  £50.00         B&W  £35.00 
 
Half Page  
Colour  £80.00         B&W  £60.00         
 
Full Page  
Colour £135.00        B&W £110.00 
 

thechalgravenews@gmail.com / 07927 144090 
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A note from the editorial team 
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For information about the West Trust go to the Chalgrave Parish website. You can 

download an application form to apply for a grant or call  Lesley 01525 874716. 

                                          Deadline for applications 6th June 2022 

Life is steadily getting back to normal and Spring is just around the 
corner. Our gardens are showing signs of new life as the spring 
bulbs are beginning to peek through the soil.  
A warm welcome to our new neighbours at Lane Farm, we hope to 
see you at our parish assembly or at one of the many groups we 
have locally….or maybe pop along to the pop–up tea room in the 
village hall. 
Looking to the future, we have the Queens platinum jubilee parish 
street party at the village hall on Friday 3rd June, lots of games,  
music and fun, for all the family.  Come along to celebrate and 
meet your neighbours.  
Please continue to submit your beautiful pictures to us here at the 
Chalgrave News, we would love to show them or maybe feature 
them on the front page.  
Also if you have any photographs of past jubilees or royal street 
parties, from days gone by, we would really love to show them in 
our summer edition. 
 
Looking forward to some lovely sunshine in the 
coming months. 
 
The Chalgrave News team 
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From my speech on levelling-up the East of England .                    

“It is a pleasure to serve under your chairmanship, Ms McVey. I 
congratulate my hon. Friend the Member for Waveney (Peter 
Aldous) on bringing this much-needed debate. Sometimes 
gratitude is in slightly short supply where the Government are 
concerned, so I start with a thanks before I come on to my 
shopping list, because the town of Houghton Regis in my  
constituency received £19.9 million for a new community  
wellbeing centre hub, which I am very pleased about. It is  
much needed.  
 
We have a new one in Dunstable, and the local authority just committed to a new 
one in Leighton Buzzard, so this completes the piece. I am extremely grateful. 
An enormous number of new homes are being built in my area. Around 14,000 are 
going up—about 8,000 north of Houghton Regis and around 6,000 to the east of 
Leighton Buzzard. My particular concern, which I have raised repeatedly and will go 
on raising until we get a solution, is the need for infrastructure to come in at the 
same time as the new houses are built. I see a few nods—in fact, quite a lot—
around the Chamber, because I think we all agree that that should be the case. I 
believe other European nations sometimes manage to do this a little bit better than 
we do. I think we all agree that that should happen, and I think every Government 
have been committed to its happening, but it has not happened under previous  
Governments and is not quite yet happening in the way it needs to. 
 
I will just put a few figures from August 2021 on the record relating to the number 
of GPs per 10,000 registered patients in my area. In the three primary care networks 
in south Bedfordshire it is only 4.5. In the east of England it is 5.3, and in England as 
a whole it is 5.9. We are starting at a disadvantage and we have these 14,000 new 
houses coming on top. There is a serious amount of levelling up and catching up to 
do to make sure that all those residents can get to a doctor when they need to. The 
same is true for direct patient care roles. The full-time equivalent per 10,000  
registered patients in the three primary care networks in my area, South  
Bedfordshire, is 1.6. For the east of England it is 2.9, and for England as a whole it is 
2.3. South Bedfordshire is already at the bottom of the league in terms of the  
number of GPs and direct patient care roles per 10,000 patients, and all these new 

View from The House 
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View from The House 

houses are coming. We really must do better. 
 
If there is one thing that I want my hon. Friend the Minister to take back to his  
Department, it is that when the levelling-up White Paper comes out, if we do not 
have a solution to ensure that general practice capacity is installed at the same time 
as the new homes come up, I, for one, will not be happy. I will keep on raising this 
issue until we get a solution. We can do better as a country; we are a bright, capable 
country, it is within our power to do it and we need to do it. 
 
In my last 40 seconds I will raise police funding, where we also need levelling up. 
Sometimes, I think that the Home Office views Bedfordshire as a sort of  
corn-chewing county out in the sticks somewhere. However, I am afraid that we are 
quite busy, in policing terms. We are the fourth-highest, nationally, for county lines. 
When Operation Venetic came out—the deciphering of the EncroChat criminal  
communications system—there were 26 packages for Bedfordshire, only 11 for 
Hertfordshire and none for Cambridgeshire. We are a busy police county, and we are 
surviving, I am afraid, on one-off grants. It all goes back to damping in 2004.  
We must amend the national funding formula to treat Bedfordshire police fairly.” 

Andrew Selous Member of Parliament for SW Bedfordshire   

 Andrew’s contact details are:   

House of Commons,  London SW1A 0AA                                                                                  

Tel: 0207 2198134  

email :andrew.selous.mp@parliament.uk                                                   

Or to see him   

tel: 01582 662821 or email  tracey.farrugia@parliament.uk 

                  Celebrating Chalgrave                          thechalgravenews@gmail.com               

tel:0207%202198134
mailto:andrew.selous.mp@parliament.uk
tel:01582%20662821
mailto:tracey.farrugia@parliament.uk
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Chairman of the Parish Council 
 

Parking – by the time you read this we may have double  
yellow lines on the corner of Toddington and Wingfield Roads. 
This was at the request of many residents complaining about 
cars parking on the corner creating problems for vehicles  
turning into Wingfield Road. If there was a vehicle coming 
down Wingfield Road there were some near misses as cars 
turned into the Road. The yellow lines should leave room for 
two cars to be parked on Wingfield Road near St Marys Close. 
There will also be a white H Bar on the opposite corner of St 
Marys Close and Wingfield Road. This is to remind drivers not 
to park on that corner. Wingfield Road is narrow at that point and if there is a car 
parked there, larger vehicles cannot get through. There has been an incident where 
the school bus could not get through and had to reverse back onto Toddington Road. 
More recently a Gritter couldn’t get through. 
Parking is a problem in our village as it is in many villages across Bedfordshire and 
beyond. It may not be possible to park your car outside your house or even close by. 
It may mean that you have to park a little further away. 
 
Speed Watch – the speed display sign (SIDS) is being repaired again. The Team hope 
to be out again soon and on a more regular basis. We do, however, have some  
limitations - we share the SIDS with Toddington Speed Watch and we cannot go back 
to the same location within 14 days. 
 
Chalgrave Manor Solar Farm – as you will be aware the Solar Farm is being  
developed. As with any large development there is an agreement between the local 
authority and the developer. The agreement will contain a planning obligation on 
the developer to make contributions towards the local infrastructure and facilities – 
a Section 106 Agreement. We are trying to make sure this contribution directly  
benefits our community. Several residents have made the suggestions about a  
footpath between Tebworth and Toddington. 
 
Flooding – there are many flooding hotspots in our Parish, including Parkview Lane, 
the corner of Toddington Road opposite the Queens Head and down The Lane. Some 
gullies are blocked and need clearing; we suspect that some pipes have collapsed; 
and that the drainage system cannot cope with the amount of rainfall we are  

https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com/6-381-9660?originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&ppcid=130e8e11284447b88e3a4f37882d5430
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experiencing. Driving through the County I note that we are not the only area with 
these problems. However, we are in constant conversation with CBC about the  
problems of flooding. 
 

Hare Coursing – there have been reports of Hare Coursing particularly in the fields 
off The Lane. If you see anything suspicious, please report it to the police. You can 
report incidents to Bedfordshire Police online. 
 
Festus Akinbusoye – I met our Police and Crime Commissioner. We discussed the 
issues that affect our community. It was heartening to know that they have recruited 
a number of new officers and that will be assigned to rural areas and not Luton or 
the Airport. As a result of the meeting, we should also be getting a police presence at 
our Parish Council meetings. 
 
Lords Hill roundabout – we understand the remarking of the roundabout will  
happen in the Spring. 
Phil Parry 
Chair 
 

Chairman of the Parish Council 

A new playground for the village 

As the saying goes ‘all good things must come to an end’ and, sadly, the play    
equipment at the Memorial Hall has now reached the end of its life. 

We’ve done well. The life expectancy of an all-wood playground is around 15 years. 
We’ve managed to squeeze a few more years out of it but now it’s time to bite the 
bullet and replace rather than repair. 

It will be a big expense for the Memorial Hall but we are rising to the challenge and 
will keep you posted. Do let us know of any ideas you have for the design of the 
new area. We thought we might call it the Jubilee Playground. 

Meanwhile, for safety reasons, and while we wait for the old equipment to be      
dismantled, the playground cannot be used and access has been taped off. 
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Chalgrave Memorial Hall update 
I’m pleased to say the hall is busy again as people continue to grow in confidence 
after all the Covid restrictions. 
 
It’s been good to see the venue returning to use for children’s parties, evening  
get-togethers, christenings, wakes and weddings. Our regular weekly bookings are 
back too plus a new monthly  event; the pop up tea room which has been proving  
popular.   We even had a couple of toddlers come along with their grandmas to the 
last one and were pleased to be able to bring out some of the toys we have which 
were previously used by the local mums and tots group. The new door under the 
stage made accessing them so much easier. 
 
We’ve been pressing on with jobs inside the hall including repairs to the ceiling tiles, 
fence and windows. A small leak of water had made a mark down the wall which 
has all been sorted out with the wall now damp proofed and repainted.  
Talking of paint, we did finally settle on a warm red for the interior walls and  
December found me whiling away more than a few hours with paint brush in hand, 
which actually got me out of wrapping up Christmas presents so a good result on 
balance!  
The upshot I think is a cheerier and warmer looking hall that feels really welcoming 
for our hirers. 
 
As ever, if you want to 
book the hall, just give our 
lovely bookings secretary, 
Velda, a ring on 07831 
482556 and if you fancy 
joining us as a trustee or 
just want to lend a hand 
keeping our hall looking 
good for the community, 
do give me a ring on  
01525 873039  
 
Roger Masters (Chair) 

  

                  Celebrating Chalgrave                          thechalgravenews@gmail.com                                 
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              CHALGRAVE WI Book Club 
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The WI book group is continuing to meet and we have a few new 
members who have joined us. Due to The Plough being shut, we are 
back to meeting in group members homes. Luckily some of us have 

a larger space so members are comfortable doing this, we also currently ask everyone to take 
a lateral flow test before attending the meeting. 
 
In November we read ‘The Other Passenger’ by Louise Candlish -       
It all happens so quickly. One day you're living the dream, commuting 
to work by river bus with your charismatic  neighbour Kit in the seat  
beside you. The next, Kit hasn't turned up for the boat and his wife 
Melia has reported him missing. When you get off at your stop, the 
police are waiting. Another passenger saw you and Kit arguing on the 
boat home the night before and the police say that you had a reason 
to want him dead. You protest. You and Kit are friends - ask Melia, 
she'll vouch for you. And who exactly is this other passenger pointing 
the finger? What do they know about your lives? No, whatever     
danger followed you home last night, you are   innocent, totally    
innocent. Did he do it? You don’t know until the end. 
 
In December we don’t usually have a set book to read, as everyone gets so busy, but we 
suggested members read any book by Jane Isacc, as this author is coming to do a talk for the 
WI in September. 
 
In January we read ‘Another Life’ by Jodie Chapman—Nick and Anna 
work the same summer job at their local cinema. Anna is mysterious, 
beautiful, and from a very different world to Nick. She's grown up 
preparing for the end of days, in a tightly-controlled existence where 
Christmas, getting drunk and sex before marriage are all off-limits. So 
when Nick comes into her life, Anna falls passionately in love. Their 
shared world burns with poetry and music, cigarettes and               
conversation - hints of the people they hope to become. But Anna, on 
the cusp of adulthood, is afraid to give up everything she's ever      
believed in, and everyone she's ever loved. She walks away, and Nick 
doesn't stop her. Years later, a tragedy draws Anna back into Nick's 
life. A story exploring the struggles of growing up in a different faith. 
 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of the month and take it in turns to choose the books we 

read. Contact Sue Watling for more information (sue.watling@hotmail.com) 
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CHALGRAVE WI  
 
We have had a busy few months and have enjoyed being able 
to meet in person for a wide variety of events and activities. 
 
In November we had an art workshop creating Matisse style 
cut out collages. This was led by an old work friend of mine who left Accenture 
many years ago to study for a Fine Art degree at Central St Martin’s School of Art. 

We had great fun cutting and sticking and were really pleased with what we  
produced. 

We also had a sumptuous Festive afternoon tea at Woburn Coffee House. It was 
great to get out in a large group again. Thanks to Lisa Scanes for organising. 
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CHALGRAVE WI  

At our December meeting Lisa Scanes led a workshop to create a Christmas table 
centrepiece. 

 

At our January meeting we had a talk and demonstration from Sarah Moore who 
volunteers for a charity called Look Good Feel Better. This is a charity aimed at 
boosting the physical and emotional wellbeing of people living with cancer. They 
provide workshops covering skincare and make-up; grooming; hair loss, haircare and 
wig advice. 
We learned some handy make up tips and it was great to hear about the fantastic 
work that the charity does with cancer patients at the L&D hospital. We met in the 
hall but also took advantage of the new WiFi to stream the meeting on Zoom for 
those unable to attend in person. 
 

 

Future Meetings 

We meet on the second Tuesday of the month at 8pm in Chalgrave Memorial 
Hall, Wingfield Road, Tebworth, LU7 9QQ. We typically have a number of  
additional outings and events throughout the year. 
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Date Event 

Tue-08-Feb Cinderella in history and literature up to modern day. 

Tue-08-Mar Luton Hat trade talk – with opportunity to try and buy! 

Tue-12-Apr Burlesque session with Khandie Khisses 

Tue-10-May Film, Television and Theatrical costume design 

Tue-14-Jun Eyes on the Spies – a talk on real life espionage in London 

Tue-12-Jul A former Royal Butler talks about his work 

Tue-09-Aug  No meeting 

Tue-13-Sep 
Bestselling crime novelist, Janes Isaac, talks about the challenges of 
writing detective fiction. 

CHALGRAVE WI  

The WI – Give us a Try! 

We are a friendly and fun group and we offer a warm welcome to any woman who 
would like to join us for one or two sessions to see if our WI is for them. Please  
contact me if you would like to know more – or just pop along to one of our 
meetings. 

Forthcoming events 
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www.Swimdynamics.co.UK (Emma MacDonald) 
Nowca.org 
Loveopenwater.co.uk 
Woburnlido.weebly.com 
Eversholtswimming.simplybook.It 
The Falcon Castle Ashby (mindbodyonline.com) 
Luton Hoo open water swimming (lutonhoo.co.uk) 
Willen Lake (www.willenlake.org.uk) 

                  Celebrating Chalgrave                       thechalgravenews@gmail.com               

SWIMMING OUTDOORS -  my new hobby 

Well what an eventful swimming year I have had, since 
my last report in the Spring of 2021.                                   
I was endeavouring to swim outdoors in unheated water 
through the summer and into the winter as the days got colder and 
the water temperature dropped.  
Well I am so happy to report I have been successful in my personal challenge, 
swimming in steadily decreasing temperatures in hail, rain, snow and sun, 
through out the winter months, the coldest swim being 2.6 degrees in water 
where the ice was broken especially for us to swim in. Currently I am        
swimming up to 3 times a week, my body is adjusting to the cold water and I 
am able to stay in the water from 15 – 45 minutes each time. It has been a life 
changing experience for me, I cannot explain the well being and happiness I 
get from being in the water and hope to continue swimming whenever I can 
for as long as I can. 
Remember stay safe and happy swimming.  
Tracy Malster 

Tuesday 18th January  
Falcon Open water swimming 
Castle Ashby 
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All Saints Church, Chalgrave 

We are pleased to be able to gather  
again each Sunday at 9.30am for our  
regular Sunday morning services,  
and were delighted, this year, that our  
Christmas Services were able to take  
place. Numbers attending were slightly 
 down on usual, but that was to be  
expected with the Covid limitations.   
Now as infection rates steadily decrease, we look forward to the day when we can 
meet again without any restrictions, and we are excited to be able to pick up our 
social and fundraising diary and to look forward to meeting more freely again.          
During lockdown we discovered the joy of holding outdoor services, and if the 
weather in kind this year, we hope to be able to repeat this some weeks. 
 
The beautiful church grounds have been a wonderful place of solace for many: either 
being able to sit and reflect, to remember loved ones, to garden, or for the            
occasional outdoor youth group during lockdown.  We have been so grateful for help 
to cut back the overgrown entrance hedges and to maintain the church grounds, 
thank you!   
 
The Youth group continued during lockdown and now meets each month at          
Wilkinson Hall on the first and second Tuesday of the month between 5.30-7pm for  
children aged between 8-13.  Do get in touch with Rev Linda if your children would 
like to join.  Unfortunately, Messy Church was not been able to meet during January 
or February for various Covid linked reasons, but plan to get together again on 11th 
March at Wilkinson Hall, from 3.15 to 5.30pm when the children (lower school age 
and younger) and their families gather for fun craft activities, song or two, a story 
and enjoy tea together. All are welcome. 
 
We’re excited about the success of the Pop Up Tea Room at Chalgrave Memorial 
Hall, held regularly on the 4th Wednesday of each month. The Memorial Hall      
Committee and the church are working together to provide a relaxing place to get 
together to have a chat & enjoy a variety of cakes, scones & sausage rolls and it has a 
warm, welcoming atmosphere.  In January, 25 people attended & we look forward to 
meeting again with our next Pop Up Tea Rooms on Wednesday, Feb 23rd and March 
23rd.  Please come & join us.  
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Other social dates for your diary include:  
 
May 21st - Platinum Jubilee Afternoon Tea at the church. More details about  
booking arrangements to follow.  
 
June 3rd - The Queen’s Jubilee Street Party . 
And at the Memorial Hall, Chalgrave Church folk will man the kitchen providing    
refreshments of tea/coffee/squash & cakes and there will also be a Book stall.  
 
October 1st - Music, wine & cheese evening at Church tbc 
 
November 26th - Wreath Making at the church. Booking arrangements to follow. 
 
It’s great to be able to socialise again and we warmly invite you to join us at some, or 
all, of the above events.  
 
The success of the Pop Up Tea room has got us thinking about new ways to meet in 
the village. Perhaps you would be interested to have an informal service or a     
singalong sometimes, or to gather for a home group.  Do let us know if you think of 
something that you would like.  
 
We are a small, friendly congregation & we have several committees that help  
maintain the church & it’s beautiful grounds. If you’d like to join the flower ladies, 
cleaning crew or the gardening group please contact Sandy Ryan  - many hands 
make light work.   
 
If you would like a visit, a prayer, to arrange a baptism, wedding or funeral, or to 
request a Home Communion visit, to arrange a lift to church, or just to have a chat, 
do please get in touch with me Rev’d Linda 07715603557,                                            
revdchalgrave@gmail.com   I’d be very pleased to connect 
with you. 
 
Article by Revd Linda Washington and Sandy Ryan 

All Saints Church, Chalgrave 

mailto:revdchalgrave@gmail.com
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Chalgrave Sports Club 
Our monthly 5K Park Run at Houghton Hall continues. We 
plan to go there on the first Saturday of the month. We meet 
at 8.30 for a warm-up, with the event starting at 9.00.  
Participants run, jog, walk, walk with their dog, walk with a 
pram – it’s a great fun opportunity to exercise and keep fit. 
 

We are in the process of developing our website. The content of the site will be 
based on ‘Inspiration and Information’ – inspiring people to exercise and keep fit 
through walking, running, swimming, going to the gym etc.; and giving information 
on how to exercise efficiently and effectively. 
 

We are planning a fun Quiz Night in the Memorial Hall on 23rd April. The tickets will 
include a Fish and Chip supper. Any money raised will be going to provide  
St Georges Lower School with much needed sports equipment. Save the date!  
 

Our recent Race Night raised funds to support a Wellbeing programme at Tilsworth 
Golf Club for a group of children at Parkfields Middle School. 

Our Club secretary Debbie Levy presenting a cheque to Parkfields Head Teacher 
James Hughes, and the Wellbeing programme leader Jane Manners. 

If you want to join the Club, please contact Ed Morton 07498 360152 
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Dear Reader I see it is a year since I reported on the Christmas Golf Day of the  
Chalgrave Sports Club for 2020, though it was on January 2nd 2021. I suppose that is 
not really a surprise to many of you after all it was Christmas. To others well, it will 
be, and to others yet a cause of relief, pride, I might go on. 
Notwithstanding the influences of the great unprecedented, resulting in players’ 
need to cry off at short notice, failing the compulsory testing (the club has always 
taken seriously precautions and insists on this before every event), the sixteen of us 
were reduced to eight on the day. 

I might observe that a few             
fair-weather golfers preferred not 
to get their shoes dirty. In  
hindsight they were probably 
right on that. With three,  
three-balls booked to play The 
Chairman, doubling as starter, oh 
and club chronicler 
(photographer, he got his phone 
out) joined the group for coffee 
and bacon rolls. 
 
So the two fourballs set off. 

 
Now it would be difficult you’ll understand to be able 
to report first-hand on how everyone played. For you 
can only be on one hole at a time. 

To my great relief teeing off first in front of the       
gathered throng (?) if eight constitutes a throng, I hit 
a ball straight down the middle, and in a way that 
made others gasp. I heard some whisper “how on 
earth did he do that”. Or some form or words that I 
am unable to write in this gentle publication but 
means the same. 
 
 
                                                            Continued over page 

Chalgrave Sports Club 
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Strangely at the end of a long, tiring but most enjoyable 
round, the company not the conditions, the result was the 
same as last year. I do mean strangely for a year ago there 
were just two of us, you may recall. Mr Andrews came first, 
and I came last. A year on, Mr Andrews was first with an    
incredible 33 points, and I was last with the same number of points as a year ago. 

Finally, I was very concerned to receive this 
photo of one of our number. I did not witness 
the incident, and, let me hasten to assure you 
that he is safe and well, He, apparently, lost 
his footing on the 18th. You will appreciate he 
felt he was unable to join us for refreshment 
and prizes. 
 
Tis’ unusual to take as long to clean up after a 
game of golf…… but this is the spirit that 
keeps us playing. 
  

Oh the camaraderie! 
 

It will be dryer safer, and warmer; the next CSC golf event is planned for April details 
to be finalised. 
Paul Levy 

Chalgrave Sports Club 

 
 

                  Spotted in Dunstable recently! 
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LLAMAS ON THE LOOSE? 
It started with an innocent enough post on the Tebworth and Wingfield Face book 
group:  

‘Four Llamas on the loose on the A5 near the corner of the Tebworth turn by      
McDonalds…’ 

 Predictably it wasn’t too long before a real pun-fest of postings emerged from     
several local jokers (you know who you are). 

 ‘What a caLAMAty’ observed one shrewd pundit. 

 ‘Hope they don’t get aLAMA’d by the cars’ said another. 

 Others rose to the challenge: 

 ‘Bet that’s got the aLAMA bells ringing’ observed one bright spark. 

 ‘Anything to do with the Dalai LAMA?’ offered another. 

 Suddenly it felt like half the village was out looking for lost llamas with some local 
joggers even changing their route to try and spot the wandering troop of furry      
escapees. 

 Somebody wondered if the llamas were off to get a burger from McDonalds. Others 
were concerned they might end up in a burger! 

We posted an alert on the Chalgrave News face book page and up popped a         
message from a Hockliffe resident: 

 ‘I think I know whose they are. Trying to 
get in contact...’ 

 Finally a message from the owner       
himself: 

 ‘They are mine and they are back in their 
paddock.’ 

 ‘That’s a relief for us all’ we responded.  ‘Me too’ said the owner.                            
‘One thing though…’  ‘They’re alpacas!!!’ 

 Still, it’s nice to have a happy ending  
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Brandling worm 

Three women die and go straight to heaven.  

When they get there St. Peter says. "We only have one 
rule here in heaven, don't step on the ducks!"  

So they enter heaven and there are ducks all over the 
place. It is almost impossible not to step on a duck and 
although they try their best to avoid them, the first    
woman accidentally steps on one.  

Along comes St. Peter with the ugliest man she ever 
saw. St. Peter chains them together and says. "Your 
punishment for stepping on a duck is to spend eternity 
chained to this ugly man!"  

The next day, the second woman steps accidentally on 
a duck and again along comes St. Peter. With him is another extremely ugly man. He 
chains them together with the same admonishment.  

The third woman observes this and, not wanting to be chained for all eternity to an 
ugly man, is very careful where she steps. She manages to go months without            
stepping on any ducks at all.  

Then one day St. Peter comes up to her with the most handsome man she has ever 
laid eyes on and chains them together without saying a word.  

The happy woman says. "Wow. I wonder what I did to deserve being chained to you 
for all of eternity."  

The guy says. "I don't know about you, but I just stepped on a duck!" 

A WHIMSICAL TAIL 
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Common earth worm 

 
 

STUART DREW ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 
 

**Part P Certified**  **Member of the ECA** 

 

From extra lights & sockets to rewires. 
For a professional, courteous service with  

free estimates and all work guaranteed, 
please call me. 

 
 

Fully Qualified & Insured 
Over 30 Years Experience 

 

29 Lincoln Way 
Harlington 

Beds.  
LU5 6NG 

Telephone 
 

01525 875965 
 

07941 812662 
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AJ AUTOS (TODDINGTON) LTD 
MOT Centre and Mechanical Repairs 

 

Free local delivery and collection 
 

Other services include: 
 

➢ MOT’s 

➢ Tyres 

➢ Exhaust 

➢ Servicing 

➢ All major repairs 
 

 

-  Competitive Pricing  -  
 
 
 

Opening Hours: 8.00am – 6.00pm Monday - Friday 
 

17-19 High Street, Toddington, Beds. LU5 6BX 
 

Tel: 01525 872630                                           
ajautostoddington@gmail.com                                   
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Osteopathy 

Cranial Osteopathy 

Naturopathy 

Pregnancy Massage 

Sports Massage 

 

Arthritic and Rheumatic Pain 

Back Ache, Back Pain, Sciatica and Nerve Pain 

Neck Pain, Headaches and Migraine prevention 

Frozen Shoulder, Tennis Elbow and General joint pains 

Circulatory problems, Cramps, Inability to relax and Muscle Spasms  

Digestion problems 

Fibromyalgia and Chronic Pain Syndromes 

Sports Injuries 

Pregnancy Care 

Free ½ hour checks for babies & toddlers up to 3 years old  

 

Appointments: Monday-Friday 8am-10pm and Saturday 9am-6pm 
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Hallworth Farm – The Granary 
Three self-catering cottages available for short-term rentals, each with two 
bedrooms, a family bathroom and an open-plan living space. 

For enquiries, please visit our website, hallworthfarm.co.uk, or phone 01525 874163.  
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The Integrated Coaching Academy 
 
 
 

 
 

Would you like to be a  
Therapeutic Life Coach or Trainer? 

 

Enrol now 
The NCFE accredited  

Fusion® Therapeutic Coaching Diploma 
And Distance Learner Skills Certificate 

 

Contact: 
 

Frances.masters@btinternet.com 
 

www.integratedcoachingacademy.com 
 

 

K & K PETFOODS 
 

YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL PETFOOD 
SHOP 

WHATEVER YOUR NEEDS,  
WE CAN SUPPLY 

 
Horse Feeds and Equipment 

 

Large range of Dog and Cat foods 
(e.g. Hills, IAMS, Eukanuba, Beta, Bakers 

and many more) 
 

Weekly special offers on canned food 
 

All small animals catered for 
 
 

HOME DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 
 

Open Mondays to Saturdays  
(closed Wednesdays) 

 

Market Square, Toddington   
01525 872003 

 

Regular Domestic 
One Off’s  

(Whole House or Room Specific) 
Moving In/End of Tenancy 

Deep Clean’s,  Office Clean’s,  Build 
Clean’s 

 
Call 07743 534877 to  

Chat with Chaney 
 

 For information about the  

West Trust  

go to the Chalgrave Parish 
website.  

You can download an  

application form  

to apply for a grant  

or call  Lesley 01525 874716. 

 Deadline for applications  
6th June 2022 

mailto:Frances.masters@btinternet.com
mailto:Frances.masters@btinternet.com
mailto:Frances.masters@btinternet.com
mailto:Frances.masters@btinternet.com
mailto:Frances.masters@btinternet.com
http://www.integratedcoachingacademy.com
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Highly recommended across all platforms with 

20 Years experience working across the  

commercial and domestic sectors. Award 

winning, fully qualified and insured team  

offering only the highest standards of  

workmanship, project management and  

customer care. 
 

New works and restoration projects. 

 

• Pitched roof projects 

• Flat roof projects 

• Leadworks 

• Skylight installer 

• Solar installer 

• Roof repair and cleaning 

 
 

01908 042 038 

07305 795 484 

info@rosboroofing.com 

www.rosboroofing.com 

@rosbo_roofing 

@Roofers 
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HARE COURSING 

There have been recent worrying reports about hare coursers spotted at the bottom 
of The Lane in Tebworth. There may be more of these meets as we are fast heading 
towards Spring, so residents need to be alert.  

Hare coursing is an illegal blood sport where dogs are released into fields to chase, 
catch and kill wild hares.  

Sometimes these events are                                                                                              
even live streamed and bets                                                                                            
placed in their thousands on                                                                                                 
the final outcome. It can                                                                                                      
certainly be big money                                                                                                       
making activity for those                                                                                                       
involved.  

 

 

HOW TO SPOT THEM 

They often park up by gateways to farmland or near tracks and bridleways, usually at 
dusk or dawn and often in off road type vehicles or vans. 

You’ll see them walking along the edge of fields away from designated paths to scare 
hares into the open. Generally they will have hunting dogs like greyhounds or     
lurchers and be carrying binoculars to try and spot hares. 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU SEE THEM  

Our local rural crimes team are encouraging people to call 101 if they have suspi-
cions this is happening near them or 999 if they spot suspicious activity is taking 
place. Contact by Webchat on the Beds Police website is also very fast. Do not      
approach the perpetrators under any circumstances.  

The kind of useful information you can give the Police is:  

·       Description of the people and the numbers involved 

·       Description of the dogs and how many 

·       Vehicle registrations and descriptions 

·       Location – What3Words is an ideal locater if you have it 
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 Recipe Corner   

 

A Devon recipe from Cider Lil (AKA Chris McDonagh) an  
old Tebworthian, now living in Glorious Devon. 

Did you know someone has created an Exeter Pudding? What a hoot.  The 
Exeter Pudding is inter-layered with custard and apricot or blackcurrant jam.  
This dessert is an unusual layered pudding, jam, sponge cakes, layered onto 
the pudding followed by Ratafia biscuits.  

Ingredients                                                                                                            
sponge cakes 6 trifle type 
150g/5 oz fresh white breadcrumbs 
50g/2 oz Ratafia Biscuits 
75g/3 oz Unsalted Butter + a little for greasing the bowl 
25G/1 oz Plain Flour 
3 medium Eggs 
75g/3 oz Caster Sugar 
150ml/ ¼ pint Double Cream 
1 Unwaxed Lemon 
45ml/3 tablespoons Dark Rum 
450g/1 lb Apricot or blackcurrant                                                                                           
1 extra tablespoon of fresh white breadcrumbs 

The breadcrumbs can easily be made if you have a food processor, it's        
generally better to take the crusts off, unless your blade is very sharp. This will 
feed 6 people.                                                                                                           
Mix the 125g of breadcrumbs with the flour, sugar and the grated rind of 
the lemon in a big bowl.                                                                                
Add the butter, and rub it in.                                                                                     
Lightly butter a pudding basin, about 25cm/10 ins in diameter                                                                       

Coat the butter with the extra tablespoon of fresh breadcrumbs, then cover 
the bottom of the bowl with the Ratafia biscuit .Put a layer of the prepared 
breadcrumb mixture over the Ratafias.                                                  
Spread some your chosen jam onto the sponge cakes, then place these on 
as the next layer.Continue to build in this way, alternating until all the  
ingredients have been used.                                                                           
The top layer should be the breadcrumb mixture. Heat the oven to 360°
F/180°C/Gas 4.Drizzle the rum evenly over the top and cook in the            
pre-heated oven for an hour. Serve warm or hot, with custard. 

Exeter Pudding 
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POP UP TEA ROOM 
The first one was a bit of a tester really. 
Would people come along? 

 Posters were posted, cakes were baked and 
the hall was given a bit of a vintage tea shop 
feel with the  addition of a large rug, tables 
with pretty embroidered cloths, bunting and a 
few fairy lights (let’s face it, everything is   
improved by adding bunting and fairy lights).  

People did come; from Tebworth, Wingfield 
and from Toddington too. It was a really    
lovely couple of hours and everyone agreed 
something they would like as a regular event.  

So that’s what we are doing. We popped up 
again in January and will be popping up on 
the last Wednesday of every month going  
forward, with a book stall and a bric a brac 
table too. Lots of thanks go out to everyone 
who baked or donated cakes, books, bric a 
brac, lamps and lighting.  

Put it in your diary. It’s the last Wednesday of 
every month.                                                             
It’ll be good to see you . 
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WILD CHALGRAVE 
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Friends or Foes? 

Bugs, creepy-crawlies – the names that we use to describe insects show that most of 
us don’t like them very much. They’re the things that pester you at picnics, eat your 
veg crops or your woolly jumpers or try to bite or sting you. But we need to start 
learning to love insects and not just butterflies and bees. Some of us can remember 
a time when a long drive in the summer meant a windscreen covered in the bodies 
of squashed insects, but now it rarely happens – there just aren’t that many insects 
about. Globally insect numbers are in precipitous decline. A 2016 study on a German 
nature reserve showed a 75% decline in insect numbers over about 25 years and 
other studies show that this is not an isolated example. In parts of China the decline 
in pollinators is so great that farmers have to hand pollinate their crops. In America 
mobile beehives are transported around almond orchards to pollinate the blossom. 
The same things could happen 
on a much larger scale, even 
here, if the decline in insects 
continues. There are lots of  
reasons for insect decline and 
human activity is responsible for 
all of them. The main culprit is 
pesticide use especially in  
agriculture. It is 60 years since 
Rachel Carsons’ book ‘Silent 
Spring’ was published damning 
pesticide use. Although she 
wrote about DDT which is no 
longer in use, not much else has 
changed. The amount of pesticides in use and their potency has increased many 
times since then. The survival of insects is also threatened by loss of habitat due to 
climate change or changes in land use. Some species of butterfly are dependent on a 
single plant     species as food for their caterpillars, so the loss of that plant would be 
catastrophic. Light pollution is another factor in the fall in insect numbers. We’ve all 
seen how moths are attracted to lights but many other insects are confused by light 
pollution and become exhausted. Dung beetles use the light from the Milky Way to 
orientate themselves, but thanks to light pollution even in rural Chalgrave the Milky 
Way is only faintly visible on a clear night. It might seem like there’s not much we 
can do as individuals to halt insect decline and there are many (such as cockroaches) 
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WILD CHALGRAVE 
that it’s difficult to love. We can campaign for National and global change, but we 
can also do our bit at home. We can 
try to tolerate the pesky ones and 
deter them from their most  
annoying habits rather than reaching 
for the bug killers.  
We can ‘re-wild’ parts of our  
gardens and not leave lights on all 
night. It’s not just insects that will 
benefit but also all the creatures 
that rely on insects as food – birds, 
bats, amphibians and small  
mammals. It’s easy to love the birds and those birds just love nice tasty  
insects. Just a thought for when you’re next bitten by a mozzie. 
Janet Day 

January skies over Chalgrave Golf Club, photo submitted by Peter Warburton 
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HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW? 
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Now the days are getting longer, it’s time to start  
thinking about your plans for the garden this year. These 
long evenings are perfect for poring over seed cata-
logues for this year’s vegetables and flowers. 
After letting the grass grow last year to create a  
wildflower meadow, I’m planning to bulk it up by sowing 
mixture of wildflower annual seeds. 

      Corn Chamomile                           Corn Cockle                               Cornflower 

        Corn Marigold                            Common Poppy                        Yellow Rattle 

 
I will cut the grass at the beginning of March and remove the clippings as  
wildflowers prefer an impoverished soil. To reinforce this, I sowed some Yellow 
Rattle seeds in Autumn. This plant parasitizes grass species and slows their growth, 
helping the wildflowers establish. The annual wildflowers will then be sown in  
mid-March as a mixture of 1:5 with sharp sand. This will help to spread the seeds 
more evenly and will improve soil drainage. I will not cut the grass until  
September, which will allow the annual wildflowers to seed for next year’s display. 
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HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW? 
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Recent flooding in Wingfield—no reported damage but  
too deep for some motorists who had to make a detour. 

 

In addition, I will be sowing some perennial wildflower seeds for a more permanent 
display. These will include: 

         Wild Carrot                             Viper’s Bugloss                               Knapweed 

           Meadow Cranesbill                             White Campion                      Ladies Bedstraw 

The increase in insect life in the wildflower meadow that I noted this year was exceptional, 
as was the increase in bird numbers coming to feed on them. I will keep you posted on it’s 
progress! 

Anyway, enjoy your gardening, whatever the weather. 

I had a very happy childhood. My brothers used to put me inside 
a tyre and roll me down the hill. Yes, they were Goodyear’s.. 

What rubbery memories! 
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Cleaning up our patch 

In January, the Independent reported that                  
archaeologists have discovered a wealthy Roman    
trading town along the HS2 route below the surface of 
a field in Northamptonshire. Experts unearthed more 
than 300 Roman coins, some weighing scales and a 
brooch.    Other discoveries included Roman Samian 
pottery from Southern Faul in France, glass vessels   
dating back to the second or third century, and even 
traces of the mineral galena – mixed with oil to be used 
as make-up. 

We’d love to report that our latest litter pick around the Chalgrave parish has 
turned up a similarly impressive list of treasures, but sadly not. Our verges and 
ditches contain car tyres, used oil, builder’s rubble bags, abandoned household 
items, garden waste, discarded takeaway wrappings, drinks cans, sweet wrappers 
and numerous glass vessels dating back to a week last Thursday.                              
Pity the archaeologists of the future. 

Spurred on by some glorious winter sunshine, and thankfully before the high winds, 
a hardy band of volunteers – 11 adults, 2 children and a dog – scoured the grass 
verges and hedgerows to remove foreign objects and filled 36 refuse bags in under 
2 hours. While we managed to cover most of the parish roads, leaving aside the 
busy Dunstable Road, there was probably another hour’s work needed to complete 
the task. 

Some of the litter we collected had clearly been there a long time, contaminating 
the countryside and endangering animal welfare. Wouldn’t it be great to report – in 
3 or 6 months’ time – that we could fill only 10 bags, or even fewer?  

Meanwhile, huge thanks to those who took part in our late-January litter purge. 
Let’s work together to cultivate respect for our verges and open spaces and make 
litter the exception, not the rule. If you would like to take part in the next               
community litter pick, please text me on 07941 624419 or email at                               
pwarburton45@gmail.com  

KEEPING CHALGRAVE TIDY 

mailto:pwarburton45@gmail.com
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Hello again dear readers. 
Once more I find myself having to apologise to a reader through 
no fault of my own. 
3 years ago, I listened to a message on my answerphone from a 
regular reader of the Chalgrave News, who I will call Mrs. X, 
although her real name is Mrs. Smith. 
Mrs. X wanted some advice to help her daughter achieve a 
lifelong ambition to become a Barista but did not know how to go 
about it. She wanted to know which would be the best university 
to attend and did her daughter need to do a 3 year or 5-year 
course to gain her qualifications.   
I must admit I did think at the time this to be a strange request and a somewhat 
excessive education to gain a Barista’s qualifications, but I am here to help solve 
problems and not to query anyone’s request. 
My answer to Mrs. Smith, sorry I meant to say Mrs. X (note to Chalgrave news team. 
Please delete all references to Mrs. Smith in this article before going to print as we 
don’t want to embarrass this dear lady and her daughter Julie) was to tell her to send 
her daughter to the best university she could get her into to study this subject and she 
would get a really good job when she passed her exams. As I had a contact at a 
University, I said I would see if I could pull some strings to secure Julie a place. 
Before I go on, I must at this point give Julie my warmest congratulations on achieving 
a first-class degree from Oxford University. 
A short time ago I received another answerphone message from Mrs. X in which she 
was clearly very annoyed and contained many swear words, which I thought were 
totally uncalled for. 
It seems the reason for this totally unwarranted answerphone outburst is that Mrs. X 
in her original call claims she had said her daughter wanted to become a barrister not 
a barista. 
I cannot take responsibility for mishearing the spoken word, but I must admit at the 
time I did think it was an excessly long course to achieve Barista qualifications. 
I am sorry that you feel your daughter has wasted 3 years of her life on obtaining 
Barista qualifications but look on the positive side. You tell me that the only job she 
could get was running the coffee shop in the Luton Crown Court building so at least 
she is working with the legal profession which must be some comfort to you. 
Can I just remind readers of the time difference between Chalgrave and my luxury 
home in the Caribbean which was the main cause of Mrs. X’s problems. 
Well until next time dear readers. Keep safe and let’s hope this dreadful Covid really is 
starting to go away.    Auntie Agnes 

Aunt Agnes 
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  FOR BOOKINGS PLEASE TELEPHONE: 07831 482556 

Chalgrave Memorial Hall 
Fees and Charges effective from 1st January 2019 

 

*NB. Hall must be vacated and locked up by this time. 

Period 

Parish Resident 
Individual and Par-

ish Voluntary  
Community Groups 

**Non-Parish  
Resident 

or 
Parish  

Commercial 

**Non-Parish  
Organisation/ 
Commercial 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY       

9am – 6pm £9.00 per hour £18.00 per hour £21.00 per hour 

6pm – 11pm* £10.50 per hour £21.00 per hour £28.50 per hour 

FRIDAY       

6pm – 12 midnight* £130 £260 £295 

SATURDAY       

9am – 6pm £11.50 per hour £23.00 per hour £26.50 per hour 

6pm – 12 midnight* £145 £290 £370 

12.30pm – 12  
midnight* £185 £370 £425 

SUNDAY       

10am – 10pm* £11.50 per hour £23.00 per hour £29.00 per hour 

‘WEEKEND RATE’       

(Friday 6pm to Sun-
day 12 noon) 

NB Hall must be  
vacated at 11pm  

Friday and 12 mid-
night Saturday 

£305 £610 £720 

• Bank Holidays/New Year’s Eve – Rates on application 

• Committee Room available for hire separately when Hall not hired – Rates on application 

• **Block/Regular booking discount of up to 15% available 

• Bookings outside above hours subject to individual rates on application. 

• Non-refundable deposit of 50% of the booking fee payable to confirm booking.   

• £300 damage deposit required on all bookings – refundable in full subject to no damage caused to 

Hall, contents, equipment or grounds and the Hall and grounds being left in a clean and tidy state.  
NB: should the cost of reparation to the Hall contents or equipment the Committee reserve the right 
to pursue the balance. 

                  

Enquiries—Bookings 07831 482556   Information—Roger Masters  01525 873039 
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             USEFUL  CONTACTS  

 Parish Council   www.chalgrave.org 

 Clerk Lesley Smith 874716 chalgravepc@btinternet.com 

 Chairman Phil Parry 07831 605600 phil@philparryassociates.co.uk 

 Councillors Ken Green 874107 kentebworth@gmail.com 

 Peter Warburton 874036 pwarburton45@gmail.com 

 Kevin Ludgate 07768 606968 kevin.ludgate@Oliverlandpower.co.uk 

 Frances Masters 873039 frances.masters@btinternet.com 

 Vacancy   

 Jan Day 875921 Janet.day456@btinternet.com  

 Council Central Beds 03003 008000 www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

 Ward Cllr Mark Versallion 03003 008555 Mark.versallion@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

 MP Andrew  Selous 01582 662821 selousa@parliament.uk 

 Memorial Hall Bookings 07831 482556  

 Senior Citizens Roger Masters 873039 roger.masters@btinternet.com 

 Speedwatch Mike Wells 877098 mikewells@clara.co.uk 

 Rector Rev Linda Washington 714442  

 Warden M. Chalmers     01582 605561                  

 Warden S. Russell         07796 66174         

 West Charity Clerk Lesley Smith 874716  

 Schools    

 Lower St Georges 872360 office@toddstg.co.uk 

 Middle Parkfields 872555 schooladmin@parkfield.cbeds.co.uk 

 Upper Harlington 755100 enquiries@harlington.org 

 Doctor Medical Centre 872222 www.toddingtondoctors.co.uk/ 

 Library Toddington 03003 008069  

 Police                       101  

 Helping Hands  07882 988270  

 Public Houses    

 The Plough Sallie & Paul 873077  

 Clubs    

 Rotary Club Chris Osborn 873920  

 Sports Club Phil Parry 07831 605600 www.chalgravesportsclub.co.uk 

 Tennis Club Roger Fenwick 07814 598309  

 Chalgrave WI Debbie Parry    07770 543797 Debbie.helen.parry@outlook.com 

 Brownies/Guides Dee Curtis 872649  

 Rainbow Dee Curtis 872649  

 Cubs Scouts Karen Calder 873065  

http://www.chalgrave.org/
mailto:chalgravepc@btinternet.com
mailto:phil@philparryassociates.co.uk
mailto:pwarburton45@gmail.com
mailto:kevin.ludgate@Oliverlandpower.co.uk
mailto:frances.masters@btinternet.com
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:Mark.versallion@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:selousa@parliament.uk
mailto:roger.masters@btinternet.com
mailto:mikewells@clara.co.uk
mailto:office@toddstg.co.uk
mailto:schooladmin@parkfield.cbeds.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@harlington.org
http://www.toddingtondoctors.co.uk/
mailto:Debbie.helen.parry@outlook.com
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